THE   DEFENCE   OF   DEMOCRACY

almost irresistible. One dare not assert that it is
probable that we have in this respect entered upon a
new phase in European history; but it is at least
possible. If it should prove to be true, then war-resis-
tance will cease to have the significance we have
ascribed to it here. Since that significance, in any
case, is only negative, we may consider the positive
implications of our thesis that in post-capitalist
democracy there is no revolutionary class but only
revolutionary individuals.

We have seen that the possibility of the working-class
becoming revolutionary in post-capitalist society, by
putting itself outside society in a sense analogous to
that in which the primitive proletariat was outside
society, reduces in fact to a refusal to co-operate
in the destructive activities of the society when engaged
in totalitarian warfare. Such non-co-operation cannot
be peculiar to the working class, because the refusal to
make destructive munitions of war is merely a par-
ticular case of the refusal of combatant service. And,
although it is possible that the working class might
appear to act in this matter as a class (if, for example,
the relevant Trades Unions acted in a body), still they
would not be acting as an economic class, under
economic compulsion or with an economic motive;
they would be acting as a group of responsible, self-
determining individuals, in no way distinct from the